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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

First Mate's Training 

April 16, 2008 

 

Commodore’s Tea   

April 27, 2008  

 

Open Mike 

Yard Sale 

Icebreaker Race  

May 10, 2008 

 

Opening Regatta  

May 16 to 19, 2008 

 

Look for more details at Club,  

in AYC eNews and May Burgee 

WINTER  HOURS 

October 16th to April 30th 

BAR 
 

Monday & Tuesday 
Closed 

 
Wednesday & Thursday 
11:00 a.m.—10:00 p.m. 

 
Friday 

11:00 a.m.—11:30 p.m. 
 

Saturday 
10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday  

10:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 

DINING  ROOM 

 

Monday & Tuesday 
Closed 

 
Wednesday to Friday Lunch  

11:00 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday & Thursday   
Dinner  

5:30 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 
 

Friday   
Dinner  

6:00 p.m.— 9:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday & Sunday   
Brunch  

10:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m. 
 

NOTE:  The Kitchen will close one-half hour prior to the dining room closing 
 

After Hours Menu 
 

A limited food menu is available outside regular kitchen hours.  Ask bar staff for details. 
 
The posted hours are minimum hours only and if members are enjoying the services at clos-
ing time, every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate them past regular hours.  This 
may not always be possible. 



 

Message from the Burgee Editor,  Sadie Hardiman 
   
With all the snow we’ve been having this winter, it seems hard to believe that boating 
season is just around the corner.  Before we know it, our winter hours will be over and 
we’ll be hauling out boats, scraping off mussels and painting hulls.  I’m looking forward to 
working outside and being around the boats again.  I’m especially looking forward to 
more sailing lessons! 
 
You’ll notice some changes and updates on the web site.  The Communications Commit-
tee is working towards getting and keeping it up to date.  The Burgee will contain a lim-
ited amount of photos—basically just those accompanying an article.  I’ve been sending 
photos off to our webmaster and he will be adding some choice photos to the photo gal-
lery.  Please continue to send your photos as jpegs to burgee@armdaleyachtclub.ns.ca 
 
We do have a club camera—is there anyone out there who likes taking photos and is 
interested in taking photos at various events for us?  Maybe there’s a few people who 
would like to share the honour.  If you’re interested in being part of the Communications 
Committee, please contact me.  We welcome all members - social associate and senior. 

      Sadie Hardiman, Editor 

ARMDALE YACHT CLUB INFORMATION 
 
STREET ADDRESS: 40 Purcell’s Cove Road, Halifax, Nova Scotia 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 22105, Bayers Road Postal Outlet 
  7071 Bayers Road 
  Halifax, Nova Scotia  B3L 4T7 
 
PHONE:  (902) 477-4617 
 
FAX:  (902) 477-0148 
 

EMAIL:  office@armdaleyachtclub.ns.ca 

 

WEBSITE:  www.armdaleyachtclub.ns.ca 
 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday to Friday  
  9:00 am to noon & 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

The Burgee 
The Burgee is published on the 
website 10 to 12 times annually and 
is distributed to AYC members and 
advertisers electronically. 
 
Submissions 
Articles, photos and illustrations 
submitted will be considered for 
publication subject to space and 
topic.  Articles may be edited for 
length and readability.  Deadline for 
submissions is the 15th of each 
month. 
 
Advertising 
Monthly ad rates are as follows: 
1/8 page: $ 35.00  1/2 page: $ 95.00 
1/4 page: $ 55.00   1 page: $ 175.00 
 
To place an ad, please contact  
Club Manager, Christine Bray,  
for ad size and format details:  
office@armdaleyachtclub.ns.ca 
Phone the office: 477-4617 or visit 
our website for details. 

COMMITTEE of  
MANAGEMENT 2008 
 
FLAG OFFICERS 
 
COMMODORE 

 Jim McBurney    852-4277 (h) 
 commodore@armdaleyachtclub.ns.ca 

 
VICE COMMODORE 

 Mike Casey        454-9873 (h) 
   mcasey@hwcinc.ca 
 
REAR COMMODORE 

 Jeff Rowe            445-0539 (h) 
   jarowe@hfx.eastlink.ca 
 
FLEET CAPTAIN SAIL 

 Paul Bezanson  477-5655 (h) 
  pbezanson@brooke-ocean.com 

 
FLEET CAPTAIN CRUISE  

 Lloyd Blagdon   477-5924 (h) 
  morningglory@eastlink.ca 

 
OFFICERS 
 
TREASURER 

 Leslie Samson   479-1354 (h) 
  leslie@frsc.ns.ca 

 
SECRETARY 

 Norman Schneiderman  
       477-0906 (h) 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 
YARD CHAIR 

 Don Webster     477-6900 (h) 
  nauticus@ns.sympatico.ca 

 
HOUSE CHAIR 

 Don Longard     497-8272 (h) 
  donlongard@ns.sympatico.ca 
 
ENTERTAINMENT CHAIR 

 Parker Noonan  830-4247 (h) 
  
BURGEE EDITOR 

 Sadie Hardiman 229-2076 (c) 
  burgee@armdaleyachtclub.ns.ca 
 
DIRECTOR SAIL TRAINING 

 Greg Haverstock  425-5905 (h) 
   haverstock@hfx.eastlink.ca 
 
PAST COMMODORE 

 Karen Smith    482-6532 (w) 
   karensmith66@eastlink.ca 
 

AYC MANAGEMENT 
 
AYC MANAGER 

 Christine Bray  477-4617 

   office@armdaleyachtclub.ns.ca 

 
AYC CATERING CONTRACTOR 

 Hannah Gibson    477-7650 

   catering@armdaleyachtclub.ns.ca 
 

BOAT YARD STAFF 
 
YARD FOREMAN 

  Wade Henneberry    477-4153 

 
YARD STAFF 

  Jim Harris, Michael Shay &  
  Jody Slaunwhite 
 
 

 AYC eNews 
The AYC eNews is sent out weekly to all members who 
have submitted their email addresses. 
 
Articles, photos and illustrations submitted will be con-
sidered for publication subject to space and topic.  Arti-
cles may be edited for length and readability.  Deadline 
for submissions is Sunday at suppertime.  Send your 
submissions to aycnewsletter@armdaleyachtclub.ns.ca 

ALL NEW, ALL DIGITAL, BURGEE!! 
 
At the last budget meeting, the membership voted to make the transition from the present paper Burgee 
to a fully electronic version. This will save the club a considerable amount of money in postage, printing, 
paper and other supplies. In addition, it’s a small contribution towards conservation. 
 
In the immediate term, we will still print a small number of paper Burgee’s, which can be picked up in 
the office. 
 
We want to make sure that you continue to receive your copy.  Please ensure that the office has your 
email address.    Watch the AYC eNews for a link to the current monthôs Burgee.  You can also go   
directly to the Burgee on our website, www.armdaleyachtclub.ns.ca. 
 
Paper copies will only be available until the end of Opening Regatta weekend, May 19, 2008.  



Message from the Commodore, Jim McBurney 

 
As this submission is written we are in the middle of March.  As unbelievable as it may sound, you, the membership, have 
achieved a significant goal.  We as an organization have paid all our bills, we have money in our bank account and our line 
of credit is at zero. 
 
Catering is another matter at this point.  We have agreed on a contract and it has been forwarded to the Alcohol and Gam-
ing Commission for approval.  That process takes some time but we are hopeful that it will progress as quickly as possible.  
Hopefully the early billing of the minimum user fee will stabilize the Caterer’s funding for the year and we can concentrate 
on providing the best possible service to our members. 
 
We have a number of projects that we would like to complete this year.  Examples are a project to write an emergency re-
sponse plan and another is to do an energy audit.  These projects will take a lot of collaboration between staff and volun-
teers.  There are a host of other things where we will need volunteers as well.  Accordingly, we need a very special volun-
teer to be our Volunteer Coordinator.  Basically what will happen with this position is that when projects are launched, the 
person heading the project would pass the volunteer requirement to the Coordinator, with all the relevant information, and 
that person would then try to fill the requirement by soliciting members.  If anyone is interested in this position, please con-
tact me. 
 
For those members who would like to schedule events at the Club, I would like to remind you that the $150 usage fee has 
been dropped and replaced by a $50 charge for cleaning.  The purpose of this move, in the budget, was to make the Club 
more attractive to members as a place to hold those special large events that you can’t have at home.  All scheduling is 
done through the Club Manager. 
 
Anna and I attended the ―Dry Cruise‖ this year.  It was a great time and the pot luck spread on the opening night was won-
derful.  It literally took the weekend to eat it down to doggy bag quantities.  If you missed this year, I highly recommend that 
you attend the next annual event! 
 
Be sure to read the Committee of Management reports in this issue.  There is a lot of planning going on for your benefit.  
Your participation and enjoyment is our first goal. 

 Message from the Club Manager, 

Christine Bray 
 
Invoices have gone out for the 1st cater-
ing instalment and for the assessments 
passed at the budget meeting. We ask 
that you please pay these invoices 
promptly. If you have questions about the 
tracking of your account, please contact 
the caterer directly at cater-
ing@armdaleyachtclub.ns.ca.  
 
Social members who did not pay their 
membership dues have been resigned by 
the office. Members resigned by the office 
are not in good standing with the club and 
will be denied access to the clubhouse. If 
there was a communication error and you 
wish to reinstate your membership, please 
contact the office! 
 
We are beginning preparations for the 
launch season and will soon be taking 
bookings. Just a reminder, that you can-
not book a launch or haul unless you are 
in good standing with the club. Please 
ensure that your account is up to date and 
paid in full, that we have current proof of 
insurance, that we have a completed  

member update form for 2008, and a 
signed launch/haul waiver for 2008 
(available on our website). To save time, 
we recommend that you send in a com-
pleted waiver form for 2008 at your earli-
est convenience, this way it will be on file 
when you call to make your booking! You 
can fax info to 477-0148 or email it to of-
fice@armdaleyachtclub.ns.ca.  
 
Did you know that our bylaws, yard and 
house rules and forms are available on 
our website? On the home page you will 
see on the left side a white button called 
member forms and docs. Just click  on 
this button to find our documents for your 
reference and also forms required for the 
year. Look for our schedule of yard dates 
to be posted soon! 
 
Lost and found… 
 
A jacket found in the summer that has 
been in the office all winter! Size XL. Also, 
a pair of oval prescription eyeglasses.  
  
If either of these items are yours, please 
contact the office to identify your item. 

Christine Bray, Club Manager 

 

ENTERTAINMENT  
 
 

Opening Regatta 
May 16th to 19th 

 
Friday - Music by Rasta 

Gumbo 
 

Saturday - Music by Pam Barr 
 

Sunday - Music with Len 
LeBlanc, DJ 

 
Meal prices for  

Friday, Saturday & Sunday  
to be provided in next Burgee 

 
Watch May Burgee and AYC 

eNews for more details 



ADMINISTRATION of   the  MINIMUM  

USAGE  FEE for CATERING  at  AYC 

    
At the Budget Meeting in February, the mem-
bership passed a motion calling for the early 
billing of half of the Minimum Usage Fee (MUF) 
or $100 with the 2nd installment to be billed later 
in the year. 
 
Invoices for the 1st installment of the MUF have 
been generated based on member spending to 
February 29th; this amount has been subtracted 
from $100 to determine the amount owing. In an 
effort to reduce administration in the office, any 
spending that occurs following the issuance of 
the invoice (after Feb 29th and before your in-
voice is paid) will not be deducted from your 
invoice. However, these amounts will be taken 
into account in the calculation of the invoice for 
the 2nd catering installment in October. 
 
Once your October invoice has been calculated 
and sent, there will be no adjustment to the 
original invoice. Therefore, we strongly encour-
age all members to spend their catering 
amounts before Sept 30. This will simplify the 
administration of the catering assessment and 
greatly assist in reduction of the workload in the 
office.  
 
Once your invoice has been paid, a ―virtual gift 
card‖ will be set up for the amount of the invoice 
under your member name and number in the 
squirrel system. When you come to the club, let 
your server know you have a gift card and that 
you would like to use it for your purchase. 
Keep in mindé 
It is the responsibility of each member to pro-
vide their member number to the server when 
ordering, and to request a receipt when the bill 
is paid; this will help to ensure accurate tracking 
of your spending. 

 
Gift cards must be used by December 31, 2008. 
If you can not use your gift card, you can re-
quest that your amount be transferred to an-
other member by submitting your request in 

writing to the office.  
 
Catering invoices are treated the same as all 
other club invoices, interest will be charged on 
all accounts past due 30 days and failure to pay 
will result in suspension from the club. 

Mike Casey, Vice Commodore 

 

BILLING SCHEDULE 

2008   

Jan/Feb  
 
-  membership dues 
-  CYA membership dues 
   (SR members only) 
-  lockers 
 
March 15 
 

-  1
st
 half of catering  

assessment (unspent  
portion of 1

st
 $100) 

 
-  assessment 1:  debt 
reduction assessment   
$ 200  (one time) 
 
-  assessment 2:  capital 
project $100 (yearly to be 
billed in 2009 in Jan/Feb  
billing) 
 

1
st

 week in May 
 

-  marina/mooring 

-  spar storage 

-  winter power (for wet  
winter storage 07/08) 
  
1

st
 week in October 

 

-  winter storage  
-  summer power (summer 
08) 
-  2

nd
 half of catering  

assessment (unspent  
portion of 2

nd
 $100) 

 
Note: all additional services  

will be billed on a per use  
basis, within two weeks of  
the service being purchased. 

 

Message from the Vice Commodore, 

Mike Casey 

 

You may not be aware, but the new contract 
with our caterer's must receive formal ap-
proval from the Gaming and Alcohol Author-
ity. The contract has been accepted and 
officially signed by all parties. However, we 
are awaiting formal approval. We have had 
a preliminary approval from the Authority, 
and this was obtained prior to finalization 
and signature. Formal approval is expected 
shortly. 
  
As was mentioned at the recent Budget 
Meeting, we the members receive a building 
rental fee from the net profits from all cater-
ing activities at the Club. This is in the con-
tract. 
  
Therefore the more we use the facilities and 
advertise its availability, the greater will be 
our return. 
 

Mike Casey, Vice-Commodore 



Message from the Rear Commodore, Jeff Rowe 
 
In the recent Annual Budget Meeting, I talked briefly about the 
proposed operating rules related to strategic planning and capi-
tal project funds.  The Committee of Management is currently in 
the process of refining these rules and once they are finalized 
within the committee, it is our intent to pass it on to the member-
ship for feedback and eventual ratification.   
 
It should be noted that there is a section in our existing bylaws 
that already deals with capital project funds because it was an-
ticipated by those who wrote those bylaws that such a fund 
would be necessary to properly maintain and develop the club to 
its full potential.  Section XXIII entitled Capital Fund refers to 
this fund as the ―Capital Reserve Fund‖ but it has exactly the 
same purpose as our capital projects fund.  For the sake of con-
sistency, we will start referring to our newly established fund as 
the Capital Reserve Fund and use the existing bylaws to govern 
the use of this resource.  At some point in the future, there will 
be minor changes to this section to fit the current initiative and I 
will keep you apprised of this as it happens.  Also, this section in 
the bylaws will be supplemented with additional rules related to 
strategic planning and capital projects.  These rules will become 
part of our governance documents in the same fashion as our 
house and yard rules.  This will ensure that the current and fu-
ture Committees of Management will continue to utilize the 
Capital Reserve Fund as was originally intended. 
 
The following are the main points of the proposed supplemental 
rules related to capital projects.  As I previously mentioned, 
some of this is already addressed in our existing bylaws. 
 

Í The Capital Reserve Fund (CRF) shall be established and 

used only for capital projects approved by the membership. Any 
exceptions to this can only occur through a membership vote. 
Í The CRF must be maintained in a separate account and 

reported to the membership semiannually at the AGM and the 
Annual Budget Meeting. 
Í Capital projects shall be identified in the AYC Strategic Plan 

and submitted to the membership for approval via a formal pro-
ject proposal. 
Í Once a project is approved to start, a project manager shall 

be assigned by the COM to oversee the implementation of that 
project. 
Í There will be specific financial criteria that defines what 

qualifies as a capital project.  It is proposed that any project over 
$10,000 must be treated as a capital project, anything under 
$5000 will not be, and projects in the $5000 to $10,000 range 
may qualify based on a determination by the COM. 
Approved capital projects shall have an allowable overrun be-
fore another public vote is needed to continue the project.  It is 
proposed that the maximum allowable overrun shall be 20% for 
capital projects up to $20,000, %15 for projects $20,001 to 
$100,000 and 10% for $100,000+.   Once a project overrun limit 
is reached, all expenditures for that project must cease pending 
a membership vote to stop, continue, or revise the scope of the 
project. 
 
I will provide updates to these rules as they become available.  
As always, I welcome feedback from members at any time dur-
ing this process. 

            Jeff Rowe, Rear Commodore 

Message from the Yard Chair,  Don Webster 

 
The yard crew has been busy this month.  They have 
finished the walkways and the marinas for ―C‖.  It is 
hoped that this marina will be installed by the end of 
the month. 
 
The slipway has been refurbished with new hooks 
and brackets.  When we looked at the wheels on the 
mobile cradle, we were pleased to note that the axle 
was not broken, and our problem appears to be that 
the bearings were not properly lubricated.  Wade 
made new covers for the bearing boxes and we have 
obtained some ―special‖ grease for the bearings.  The 
unit should be serviceable very soon. 
 
April will be another busy month for our crew.  We will 
be putting the marinas back in place, repairing three 
broken fingers on Marina ―H‖ and hooking up the  
water and power. 
 
Another big job that will be done as soon as possible 
is to replace the abutments for Marinas E, F and G. 
 
We are looking for one volunteer that can control the 
weather. 

Don Webster, Yard Chair 



 Message from the Director,  Sail Training,  Greg Haverstock 
 
The sailing season is on the horizon and it’s time to register for AYC Sail Training courses 
for youth and adults. Brochures with schedules, fees and dates are at the entrance to the 
club, or visit the office or armdaleyachtclub.ns.ca. Members, their spouses, children and 
grandchildren are given a discount and registration preference until May 31st. 
 
Please also consider ordering your ablative antifouling paint through the AYC office as this 
benefits the junior sailing program. 
 
Sail Training Committee 
If anyone with an interest in sail training would consider joining our committee that meets 
only once or twice a year, please contact me at ghaverstock@hfx.eastlink.ca or phone 425-
5905. We are particularly interested in ideas or help marketing the programs, and in having 
someone who may have had children go through sailing programs to be a resource to any 
parents who might have questions that are referred to the resource person by sailing in-
structors. 

  Greg Haverstock, Director Sail Training 

Attention All Offshore 

Skippers & Crew 

 
All races conducted under 
ISAF category 1 & 2 require 
30% of the crew (including 
the skipper) to have an ISAF 
approved survival course 
certificate.  Races such as 
Marblehead, Route St. Pi-
erre, and Newport to Ber-
muda are a few that require 
this certification. 
 
Survival Systems will be 
conducting a course on: 
 

March 25th and April 29th, 
2008 

Time:  8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Cost:  $314.00 

 
To register, please contact 

Jackie Compton at  
465-3888, ext. 103 

 Ablative Antifouling Coatings 

Junior Sailing Program Fund Raising 

      The features of ablative paint coatings are they contain no organo-
tin compounds.  They contain high levels of cuprous oxides.  Their 
unique ablative mechanism prevents attachment of fouling organisms 
over long periods even under severe fouling conditions.  The smoothing 
action helps reduce drag resistance. 
      The product has a two year shelf life and can be brushed, rolled or 
sprayed and is very compatible with a wide range of bottom paints.  Dry 
time is a minimum of 4 hours before recoating and 5 hours prior to 

launching.  No maximum drying time. 

Who Should Use? 
      Yacht racers looking for a fast clean bottom.  Power boaters, where 
reduced operating costs and extended haul out intervals are required.  
The coatings are available in 1 USG Containers.  Red, Blue and Black 
colours only are available.  Epoxy coatings and topside enamels are 
also available. 
      These ablative coatings are available through the Club office at 
$150.00 CDN (tax included) per gallon. 
      Please see Ken or Christine (AYC Office) or call 477-4617 to order. 
      A quantity of the ablative coating will be stocked at the club. 
      Many members of the Club have been using these coatings for 25 
years or longer and the only complaint we are aware of is that we can’t 
make it available in green. 



 

Message from the  

Fleet Captain Cruise,  

Lloyd Blagdon 
 
The AYC ―City Slickers Dry Cruise‖ took place 
February 29 through March 2, 2008  at the Court-
yard Marriott in Halifax.  In attendance were Sally 
Brown, Alice Kate, Morning Glory, Marlargo, Lady 
Lee, Esazem, Jet Boat and Thinking of You!!.  
Some of the cruisers did not arrive at the proper 
Port of Call. 
 
The ―City Slickers‖ all arrived at the Hospitality 
Suite in fine style.  ―Glitzy‖, ―Glamorous‖ and 
―Great‖ were some of the descriptions of the eve-
ning. 
 
A special visitor was received – Ms. Earlene – (no 
one really knows who invited her).  She was 
friendly, funny and a little quaint!  Apparently it 
was her first 
time in the Big 
City.  Her 
friend Marylou 
helped to 
prepare her 
for her trip.  
(Marylou runs 
the Beauty 
Parlor in 
E a r l e n e ’ s 
home town).   
To give every-
one a visual – 
her blue eye shadow made her outfit, along with 
her lyle stockings and her slip hanging two inches 
below her dress.   
 
The Undertaker, the President, the Cowboys, the 
Dudes, The Ladies of the Evening, the Skipper 
and the Old Codger, Dwayne, all tried to find 
Earlene’s volume button, but to no avail!!! En-
thralled with the elevator, Earlene rode it a few 
times and met many wide-eyed folks.  She also 
met the Old Codger, Dwayne.  We think Earlene is 
now an AYC Cruise Groupie and because of 
Dwayne we’ll no doubt see her again! 
    
Some of the participants throughout  the  
evening’s 
activities 
failed to 
follow the 
instruc-
tions 
advice 
given by 
Senior 
Nautical 
Nits which  

caused  
a few 
―knotty‖ 
situa-
tions.                The Knotty Couple 
 

Cruising into foreign territory amid snow, sleet and 
gale-force winds required all Captains and Crews 
to use navigational skills above and beyond the 
normal cruising criteria.  Upon completion of their 
voyages, it was not uncommon for the Captains 
and mates to create a near mutiny with the 
Judges.  Unkind words and threats, if taken seri-
ously, would surely have resulted in a Court Mar-
tial for the Judges.  
 
Saturday’s Amazing Race started at 14:00 sharp 
with all cruisers gathering for team selection, in-
structions and special announcements.  Giving the 
same instructions to both Admirals and Captains 
can, at best, be challenging!  With teams created 
and enthusiasm at a high level, it was now compe-
tition time.  Each team wrote 3 exams, found 3 
clues inside the Hotel and ventured out into the 
snow storm to find 3 more clues. 
 
The In Port/Home Base ―Notice to Mariners‖ was 
interpreted differently by each Captain and Crew 
creating many course changes, lengthy discus-
sions and some looted property...  Again, the 
Judges suffered the wrath of the Captains and 
Crews. 
 
The professionally written exams prepared by the 
Judges were well within the realm of ―The Cana-
dian Navigational Act‖.  It was quite evident that 
accuracy and proficiency were a must.  The re-
sults from all cruisers clearly indicated a need for 
a review of ―Basic Boating‖.  The Amazing Race 
ended  at 17:00, followed by a dinner at the Irish 
Seaport of the ―Old Triangle Pub‖ with all enjoying 
great company and fantastic food! 

      
The Judges saved ―The Amazing Race‖ results as 
an after dinner treat. – Third Place – Dee Hill, 
Gwynn Benoy and Mike Mahoney. Second Place 
– Dave Hickey and Romi Foley.  First Place – Max 
Rastelli and Susie Blagdon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First  
Place  
Winners 

 
 
 
 

A Special Thank You to Janice 
Cook and Grant Kennedy for 
their time, ingenuity, creativity 
and management of ―The 
Amazing Race‖    
 
Our Sponsor for the Dry Cruise 
was Coachworks Limited – 
Thank you Terry Hill (Alice 
Kate) for your consideration 
and generosity. 
 
A lovely ―Home Port‖ brunch 
was enjoyed at AYC on Sun-
day to complete a great cruise. 
 
There will be more information 
to follow  on the First Mates 
Information Evening taking 
place at AYC on April 16, 
2008. 
 
See you around the Club or on 
the water.   
 
Yours Aye,  

Lloyd Blagdon,  
Fleet Captain Cruise 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

        Third Place Winners                  

 

Second 
Place 
Winners 



 

Another Perfect Day In Paradise 

Skye Boat    

Friday, 19 October 2007 
 

Or, why I am sailing into November every year?      
 
Yesterday I was out for 3 ½ hours in warm sunshine and a gentle, steady 
breeze.  Today it was forecast to cloud over & get misty with a cool wind off 
the ocean.  Decided at noon to motor out the Arm into wind as far as McNab’s 
Light and then run back in on the main just to get an hour on the water.  Six 
hours later -------     
 
At the R.N.S.Y.S., Nearly Normal Norman had picked up a buoy and was 
watching the heeling trials of Derrick  
Hatfield’s Open 60 round-the-world-solo-racing-sailboat SPIRIT Of Canada.   
A shore crane was trying to invert it and the straps broke just before I got 
there.  Took some photos of the boat a few days ago to have when it makes 
the news somewhere on the other side of the world in 2008/09.  Decide to 
keep motoring out while they make adjustments and check it out on the way 
back. 
 
The Canadian destroyer Ville de Québec came in from sea.  It spent the whole 
afternoon maneuvering in the harbor including Bedford Basin and Eastern 
Passage!  Later in the afternoon, I took photos of it outbound to sea again.   
The cruise ship Crystal Symphony is at Pier 21.    
 
1300 Hoist the mainsail at McNab’s Light and turn the engine off.   Looking 
seaward with binoculars at what I take for an oil rig, I am astounded to see a 
fully rigged bark sailing westbound!!!  Turn the VHF on and hear it is the Gorch 
Foch II coming to Halifax.    
 
Also hear there are herring running outside McNab’s to the east and there are 
whales and herring seiners chasing the fish.  What to do?  Definitely NOT run 
back in the Arm.    Sail out the west shore to meet the ship and then east to 
where the seiners are working.  Cannot go out the middle or Gorch Foch 
would be up sun.   For about the third time this year, the pilot boat came right 
up behind me and passed close by pulling its usual 4 foot wake.  What a jerk.  
I am the only boat in the middle harbor and the driver has to buzz me?    On 
the way out by Herring Cove, I pass my favorite tug, the Ryan Leet, a real 
Dutch, ocean going tug coming in.  It used to be in all the time but I have not 
seen it for a year or so.   More photos. 

 
1400  
At 
Bear 
Cove, 
pass 
the 
ma-
jestic 
Gorch 
Foch 
II with 
all her 
sails 
full, 
run-
ning 
before 
the 
wind. 
What 
a glo-
rious 
sight!   

Reach over to a point east of Head Rock Shoal which is 
well out to sea from McNab’s Island. 
 
1425 You know there are herring running because the 
Gannets are EVERYWHERE diving into the ocean from 50 
feet to catch fish.   The blue & yellow & red herring seiners 
with their huge, orange buoys on the side are hauling in 
nets full of silver fish.  And the whales -  seem to be Pilot 
Whales.  Sometimes two together.   All chasing the same  
fish.   Haven’t got a photo of a whale yet with a digital cam-
era.    Got a few over the years including this summer with 
the 35mm.  It is sunny out here now and it has gotten 
warm.   When I get back I find the temperature is getting up 
to 17.  Blue sky out here, sun sparkling on the ocean and 
gentle swells rolling in from sea.   
 
1456  Start back in from well outside Rock Head Shoal 
Buoy. Run on the main only so I do not have to fuss with 
the jib.  Not much wind but enough to move Skye Boat.   A 
Blue Bell Day.   It is so quiet!   No city noise out here.  No 
dogs barking, horns honking or leaf blowers howling. 
 
1530 Thrumcap Buoy  
 
1554 When I get in by Sandwich Point I get some photos of 
Ville de Quebec going out but it is clouded over in here.   
Huge tanker, Energy Sprinter, leaving Imperial Oil for An-
gola.   That’s quite a trip.  I drift in the Arm admiring the 
autumn leaves.   I love this time of year in the Arm.  Color-
ful, peaceful – the speed boats have all gone home for the 
winter – and having a SE wind so I can coast in without 
moving a muscle is a bonus. I must have made 20 tacks, at 
least, yesterday in the NW wind. Main down off Horseshoe 
Beach.       
 
1713 Marina.    Have a wine. 
 
Another perfect day in Paradise. 



April 2008 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

    1 

  

WINTER 

HOURS 

CLOSED 

2 

  

3 

 

 

DART 

LEAGUE 

7 pm  

4 

 

 

CRIB 

LEAGUE 

8 pm  

5 

 

Matinee  

4 ð 9 pm  

  

6 7 

  
WINTER 

HOURS 

CLOSED 

  

 

COM  

Meeting  

7 pm  

8 

  

 

 

WINTER 

HOURS 

CLOSED 

9 10 

 

 

 

 

DART 

LEAGUE 

7 pm  

 

11 

 

 

 

 

CRIB 

LEAGUE 

7 pm  

12 

13 14 

  

WINTER 

HOURS 

CLOSED 

15 

  

WINTER 

HOURS 

CLOSED 

16 

 

FIRST  

MATEõS 

TRAINING 

7 pm  

17 

 

DART 

LEAGUE 

7 pm  

18 

 

CRIB 

LEAGUE 

7 pm  

19 

20 21 

  

WINTER 

HOURS 

CLOSED 

22 

  

WINTER 

HOURS 

CLOSED 

23 24 

 

 

DART 

LEAGUE 

7 pm  

25 

 

 

CRIB 

LEAGUE 

7 pm  

26 

27 

 

Commodoreõs Tea 

(1-3) 

 

 

28 

  

WINTER 

HOURS 

CLOSED 

29 

  

WINTER 

HOURS 

CLOSED 

30 

 

Last day  

of  winter 

hours! 

      


